
Opengate’s annual Summer 
Scholarship was awarded to Larry 
Awagah, Direct Support Professional 
(DSP). Employed at Opengate since 
November 2012, Larry is currently 
working at the Gray residence. He is 
enrolled in a bilingual nursing program 

at Eastwick College 
in New Jersey with 
an anticipated 
graduation date 
of April 2017. At 
that time, he will be 
eligible to take the 
Licensed Practical 
Nurse exam.

Larry believes his 
degree will present 
him with an 

opportunity to not only enhance his 
career but help Opengate as well. He 
has an excellent understanding of the 
role of the Opengate Nurse since he has 
worked in Frankel, our medically frail 
house, and he hopes to utilize his newly 
acquired skills to continue to enrich the 
lives of the individuals we serve.

Opengate wishes Larry the best of luck 
in his pursuit of an LPN license.  ❧
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Durkin Awnings of Danbury, CT
Awnings at many of Opengate 
residences are important for 
providing shade on decks and 
patios so residents can enjoy 
outdoor dining and relaxation.  

Since 2006, Opengate works 
with Durkin Awnings in 
Danbury, Connecticut as our 
awning contractor. They have 
consistently done an excellent 
job of maintaining and 
repairing our awnings during 
the past 10 years.

This year, we were advised 
that the Auerbach House 
awning needed to be replaced, 
due to its age and condition. 
The quote for a replacement 
awning was $3,600 and with 
budgetary considerations, this 
cost was a concern.

Much to our surprise and 
appreciation, Durkin’s very 
generously offered to replace 
this awning at no charge.

The Danbury-based company 
is now in its fifth generation 
and recognized to be one of 
the premier industry leaders in 
the Northeast. A quote from 
their website says: “With over 

a 99% customer satisfaction 
rate, we must be doing 
something right.”

This donation means a great 
deal to the residents. They will 
be able to continue enjoying 
the shade provided by the 
awning when sitting outside 
their home.

Thank you Durkin’s, for your 
kindness and generosity.

If you are in need of awnings 
for your business or personal 
property, we hope you will go 
to Durkin’s website to see all 
they have to offer. 
http://durkinsinc.com   ❧

Larry Awagah
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CEO’s  
Message

Thank You!
Donors are the lifeblood of any not-for-profit 
agency and Opengate is no exception. Listed 
here, in appreciation, are some of our premier 
and long-standing donors including those who 
prefer to remain anonymous.

Platinum donors ($5000+)
Anonymous* 

Gold Donors (up to $4999)
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Rose*

Silver Donors (up to $1500)
Mr. & Mrs. Convery *

Paula Guilfoyle*
Ms. Deborah Stern*
Mr. Robert Drewes*

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sickinger*
Ms. Pela Selene Terry

Mr. Thomas Guilfoyle in memory of Danny*

Bronze Donors (up to $250)
24 King Street, LLC*
Mr. & Mrs. Capulli*

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Covert*
Gilbert Henoch*
Barbara Hickey*
Brian Hulten*

Leonard Jardine
Mr. & Mrs. Jarvis*

Mr. & Mrs. James Mack
Anonymous*

Sandra Michael
Dr. Pilowsky

Mr. & Mrs. Roberts*
Anne Ruocco*

Mr. & Mrs. William Soto*
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Sperber*
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Sullivan*

Anonymous*
Anonymous*

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Kendall*
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Elliot*

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Zingaro*
The Guilfoyle/McGahern Family*

Dr. William Tomback
Randi Rios-Castro*

*Repeat Donors

Dear Friends of Opengate,
Opengate’s summer appeal was well received and we 
are grateful for donations which help us provide services 
uninterrupted. But, summer isn’t over yet, and our 
appeal for donations continues. Summertime brings 
us added recreational programs for our individuals, 
and in turn, additional funds needed to provide those 
programs.
We need to reach beyond our exceptional existing list 
of committed donors and there are ways each of you 
can help. If you are one of our consumer’s parents or 
relative, please reach out to your extended family and 
friends. Likewise, if you are an employee or a member 
of our Board. I’d like to personally acknowledge our 
executive staff who make donations whenever there is 
an appeal.
It’s simple and easy for anyone to help us raise funds 
to assist with recurring expenses; here are a few 
suggestions:
 • Talk about Opengate to other family members or 

friends in your community and encourage their 
donation, large or small

 • Reach out to businesses or corporations for 
donations of needed goods and services

 • Set up a recurring donation schedule (monthly, 
quarterly)

 • Consider legacy giving in your estate planning
 • Host a fundraising event in your community
The reality is that government funding cuts and policy 
changes have affected our budgets. Your contribution 
allows us to satisfy our responsibilities and carry on 
towards meeting our goals, as well as the positive 
personal outcomes for each individual.
Opengate is beyond thankful for every contribution to 
the daily lives of our individuals. 
Now, in the heat of summer, we hope you will help us 
continue with our summer appeal.
Sincerely,

Brian Hulten, LCSW
Chief Executive Officer
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Each month Opengate plans improvements, additions, or modifications to our infrastructure as well as purchases 
items for our individuals’ use, such as computers, greenhouse tools, etc.  

Your donations make our work possible!

Name______________________________________ Address________________________________________________

 _____ $200  _____ $100  _____ $50  _____ $25  $_______ OTHER AMOUNT

 I prefer that my donation remain anonymous.
Please mail tax deductible contribution to the address below.

PO Box 419 • Armonk, NY 10504

✁

Opt-in Email Address ____________________________________ 

Signature _______________________________________________ 

By signing here, you agree to receive occasional emails from Opengate.

Enjoying a Mets Game...
Our consumers who regularly enjoy New 
York Mets games at Citifield in Flushing, 
Queens wrote letters of thanks to the 
organization for their yearly hosting of 
Opengate individuals and their direct 
service providers. 

Everyone loves baseball but it’s particularly of interest 
to several of our consumers and an example of how 
we, at Opengate, strive to help achieve goals for each 
individual we serve. 

Go Mets!  ❧

Congratulations to All!
On June 12th, Opengate again celebrated its 
much-anticipated annual Awards Day luncheon 
for its consumers and their families. Held at 
Sinapi’s Ceola Manor in Jefferson Valley, the 
luncheon was attended by over 150 people. As 
always, the party celebrated the accomplishments 
of the past year by the individuals we serve. 
Everyone enjoyed music and dancing as well as 
lunch and dessert.   

For those who could not attend the event, 
Opengate held a separate luncheon where 
individuals received their awards for their 
accomplishments. ❧

MERGER UPDATE
After due diligence, Opengate has determined that it is 
not in the agency’s best interest to complete a merger 
with Peekskill’s Keon Center at this time. 
Thank you for your support during the vetting process. 
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THE SKY’S 
THE LIMIT

Opengate is grateful to have received donations of 
$1,500 to help provide computer tablets to our staff 
and residents. We continue to seek donations from 
businesses, corporations or individuals to help us fill 
the gap.

Randi Rios-Castro, Chief Operating Officer, 
reports: “The tablets allow our staff to efficiently 
assist clients with math skills, language skills, hand 
eye coordination and fine motor skills. They also 
are used to assign tasks for individuals through 
applications accessed through the internet, 
helping them build a sense of independence and 
responsibility.” 

Staff are also going to need them for record-keeping,   
scheduling and day-to-day administration. “We are 
hopeful there are more people out there that are not 
using their tablets and are willing to donate,” says 

Rios-Castro.

Having tablets available as one of the easiest ways 
to access the internet with a device that is small and 
portable is proving to be beneficial for all. Once 
again, a huge thank you to those who have made a 
donation.

To donate funds or a new or used tablet, please 
contact Randi Rios-Castro at randir@opengateinc.
org.   ❧

Opengate is pleased to be a recipient of Amazon 
Smile donations that are a percentage of sales. 
Sign up at amazon.com or visit our website 
at www.opengateinc.org for a click through link.


